
May 2017 

GROWING TOGETHER 
 

A monthly publication of SRAC 

slipperyrockcma.com 

Ladies’ Tea 
 

Saturday, May 20th 

2pm 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All ladies are invited to join us for this free event. The theme is “When We Were Little”  

Bring your favorite childhood toy and a couple of friends. There will be entertainment, a 

devotional and lots of fun. 

WALK FOR LIFE 
 

Saturday, May 13th 
9am 

 
Alpha Omega Center’s annual Walk for Life is their primary fundraiser for the year. 

The two mile walk enables them to protect the unborn and their families by providing 
care and education. 

 
Registration begins at 8:30 at East Main Presbyterian in Grove City  

and Pearson Park in New Castle. 



KEEP IN TOUCH! 
 

Phone: 724-794-3401 

Email: office@slipperyrockcma.com 

Pastor Joe: pjb72453@aol.com 

Facebook: facebook.com/

BREAKFAST TIME! 
 

Our monthly Men’s Breakfast will be 

Sunday, May 21st at 8:30am. All men  

are welcome to come start their morning with the 

most important meal of the day! 

LADIES’ BIBLE STUDY 
 

Our women’s small group continues their study of 

Max Lucado’s book  Ten Women of the Bible: 

One by One They Changed the World.  

 

This group meets every other Thursday in Nancy 

Culp’s home at 9am. This month they will meet 

on the 4th and the 18th. 

RETIRED & REFOCUSED 
 

FRIDAY MAY 12th 
 

Our senior group will be traveling to Rogers, Ohio 

for their grand Flea Market this month. See Dave 

Culp or Sylvia Walters if you would like more 

information 

BOOK OF THE MONTH 
 

The Hole In Our Gospel 
Richard Stearns  

 

     Richard Stearns, the president of World Vision, has an admirable aim in writing this 

     book, but he sometimes lets his zeal take him a little too far. This is a great book to 

     shake us out of  our apathy and motivate us to take action for the poor around the 

     world. But it has some pitfalls. With that in mind, here are the top two reasons to read 

     this book, accompanied by caveats. 
   

     Global Crisis It’s easy to get caught up in our own lives and forget that people all 

     over the world are struggling just to survive. Stearns takes his readers to villages  

     ravaged by war and disease and populated by orphans. It’s not comfortable, but it’s 

     necessary to shake us out of out comfort zone. After reading this book, I can almost 

     guarantee that you’ll want to help those trapped in a desperate cycle of poverty.  
 

Caveat: Stearns’ statistics can be overwhelming and also somewhat questionable. Yes, the distribution of the 

world’s resources is grossly uneven. But redistributing them is not nearly as simple as he makes it sound. We 

can make a difference, but first we have to acknowledge and address the difficulties surrounding the issues. 
 

Christian Duty Stearns’ central argument in this book is that God expects more from us than church 

attendance and occasional prayers. And he’s absolutely right. The Bible is full of exhortations to take care of 

the poor. James writes that faith without deeds is a dead faith. Stearns is right in saying that our neglect of the 

poor is a terrible blight on the church. However… 
 

CAVEAT This is a major caveat and almost made me not recommend this book. I know that Stearns believes 

in salvation through faith alone in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. But he tries so hard to make 

middle-class America move he almost makes works part of the gospel. Even in his title, there is the 

implication that our gospel of Christ crucified is missing something. There is a hole in the church when we 

allow gross social injustice to rampage unchecked. But there is no hole in the gospel message of reconciliation 

with God through Jesus. That is the rock solid foundation on which we build everything else. 



Mother, May I? 
 
Do you remember playing Mother, may I? The object of the game is to be the first one to reach Mother, but 

only by following her directions. Players must take turns asking for permission to move forward. Mother can 

let her children move forward, amend their suggestions, or even send them backwards. Anyone who forgets to 

ask “Mother, may I? must return to the starting line. 

 

How different would our lives be if we turned life into a giant game of Father may I? 

 

What if instead of being distracted by everything the world has to offer we made reaching God the object of 

our lives? But remember, you can’t just rush forward. Every movement has to start with asking, Father may I? 

 

Admittedly, it can be frustrating to wait on God. He doesn’t always provide an answer right away. Sometimes 

He’ll tell us to move three steps forward when we asked for five. And sometimes it feels like He’s sending us 

backwards.  

 

It’s easy to get caught up in our own agendas. We think we know what God wants for us. We automatically 

assume that our own ideas are divine inspiration. And they can be. God does sometimes say, “Yes, take ten 

GIANT steps forward.” Other times, He slows us down a little. “No, but you may take ten baby steps 

forward.” And sometimes He leaves us standing there waiting for further instructions. 

 

Waiting on God’s timing isn’t the easiest way to live. But it is the best way to live. 

HOLY ROCK  
YOUTH MINISTRIES 

KIDS IN  
CHRIST’S KINGDOM 

KIDS’ CHOIR 
 

Beginning Sunday, May 7th we will 

have kids’ choir at 9am. This is open to 

kids of all ages who want to sing.  SUMMER PROGRAMMING 
 

Puppet Shows! 

VBS! 

Outdoor Adventures! 

 

All of this and more coming your way 

in June! Stay tuned for details. 

CE MEETING 
 

There will be a meeting immediately after 

church on Sunday, May 14th to discuss summer 

and fall curriculum for Sunday school and chil-

dren’s church. If you are a teacher, have ever 

been a teacher, or would like to be a teacher in 

the future, please attend. Lunch will be served. 


